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V/ORLD  HOG  NUMBERS  IN  1952  AND  1953 

World  hog  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1953  are  estimated  by  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service  of  the  UoS,  Department  of  Agriculture  at  3OI  million 
head,  compared  vdth  307  million  head  a  year  earlier.    The  decrease  of  2  per- 
cent from  last  year's  record  total  marks  the  first  year  of  decline  since 
1946  and  was  largely  the  result  of  decreases  in  North  America,    V/orld  numbers 
are  now  4  percent  above  the  1936-40  average. 

Although  there  were  some  increases  in  Europe,  Asia  and  South  America, 
the  rate  of  increase  has  slowed  and  it  was  not  large  enou.a;h  to  overcome 
decreases  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,    Availability  of  other  meats  in 
plentiful  supply  and  hog  prices  less  attractive  to  producers  in  relation  to 
feed  prices  in  early  1952  was  the  principal  cause  for  the  decline  during  the 
past  12  months.    Some  tendency  in  early  1953  for  feed  grain  prices  to  be 
lower  in  relation  to  hog  prices  may  forestall  further  appreciable  declines 
in  1953. 


HOGS:    Number  by  continent  or  area,  averages 
1936-40  and  1946-50,  annual  1952-1953. 
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1/  Preliminary 


A  summary  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  March  30,  1953  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
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Overfall  demand  for  meat  throughout  the  wcrld  since  the  end  'Jorld 
War  II  brou.-ht  about  a  steady  year  to  year  increase  up  until  1952  when  the 
pepk  was  reached.    Larce  increases  in  North  and  South  America  in  the  period 
offset  decreased  numbers  in  U^S.S.R.,  Asia  and  Oceania.    Those  countries 
producing:  hogs  for  cominercial  slau^^hter  and  export  have  shovm  the  larrt^-st 
increases  \-n\lle  numbers  in  some  countries  notably  Argentiiia,  Uruguay, 
Australia*  and  New  Zealand  are  only  about  three- fourths  of  prewar  because 
of  competition  frcm  other  livestock  enterprises  and  limited  feed  grain 
resources. 

Hog  numbers  in  the  United  States  on  January  ],  1953  were  dovm  14  per- 
cent foilomng  the  sr.aller  sprin/.  and  fall  pig  crops.    The  lower  supply  of 
pork  had  not  brought  about  a  corresponding  price  increase  by  the  first  of 
the  year  and  lard  prices  also  bad  continued  to  decline*    The  dovmtiorn  in 
nuir^bers  probably  will  be  halted  during  1953,  end  hog  numbers  may  be  as  large 
as  this  past  January, 

Canadian  hog  numbers  decreased  only  5  percent  in  comparison  with  the 
larger  decrease  in  the  United  States,  due  largely  to  the  more  favorable 
feed  grain  situation.    However,  a  December  1,  195^  survey  in  Canada  of 
farmer  intentions  points  to  a  reduction  of  about  20  percent  in  the  spring 
pig  crop  and  indicates  a  further  fall  in  nurabers  a  year  hence  an  opposed  to 
a  leveling  off  in  the  United  States. 

In  South  Am.erica  hog  nwabers  increased  slightly  due  to  an  increase  of 
about  5  percent  in  Brazil,  the  leading  hog-producing  country  in  South  America, 
Prices  for  pork  procucts  were  fa.vorable  in  re].ation  to  feed  prices  in  late 
1951  and  early  1952  leading  to  an  expansion  of  hog  nurabers  in  that  countrj'-, 
Arr^entine  hog  numbers  v/ere  dovm  further  due  to  the  poor  corn  crop  in  1951-52, 
and  are  novi  only  63  percent  of  the  prei-;ar  average. 

Hog  numbers  in  Eui-ope  exceeded  the  prewar  average  last  year  and  another 
small  increase  is  estimated  as  of  January  1,  1953,  largely  as  a  result  of 
a  mere  favorable  feed  situation  and  increased  prices  a  year  ago_to  those 
countries  of  V/estem  iiurope  producing  pork  for  export.    Numbers  in  Belgium, 
Denmark,  and  the  Netherlands  are  up  about  one-third  over  prev/ar. 

Hog  numbers  in  Asia  are  estimated  to  have  ir.ade  a  2  percent  gain  over 
last  year  and  are  now  about  4  percent  below  prewar.    There  was  considerable 
gain  in  the  Philippines  and  numbers  are  now  25  pe^^cent  above  prewar.  There 
also  vras  a  further  gain  in  Taiwan,  and  a  small  increase  is  estiK^ated  in  India, 

In  Oceania,  hog  numbers  decreased  slightly  as  a  result  of  a  dovmv.^ard 
eiiange  in  Australia  because  of  smaller  supplies  and  higher  prices  for  feed. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regulai'ly  schedu].ed  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Conimittee  on  Foreign 
Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.S,  Foreign  Service 
reports. 
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